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Rising Ninth Grade Assignments 

High school scholars are asked to read three books: two may come from 

the original list (Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl list) or the additional “Social 

Justice” list.  All 9th graders must read Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and 

Redemption, by Bryan Stevenson. The assignment focuses on that book 

and the context of social justice that is now at the forefront of American life 

and debate. Note: You may choose the young adult version of Just Mercy 

if you feel it is a better fit for your scholar. 

 

Assignment Part One: Reading Assignment 

1. Read at least two of the books on the summer reading list. 

2. Read Just Mercy, by Bryan Stevenson as your required third book 

(you can watch the movie AFTER you read the book). 

3. Write a summary of each of the three books (two of your choice and 

Just Mercy) using the attached Fiction Summary Template. Make 

sure that you use quotes throughout the summary to support your 

answers and opinions.  

 

Assignment Part Two: A Documentary  

1. Ask a family member (or friend of the family) to tell you their personal 

story related to a challenging/difficult encounter with police (or, if 

there is no example related to police, have them describe a situation 

in which they experienced racism, discrimination, or prejudice). 

2. Ask the storyteller to let you record their story on video (on audio if 

they are uncomfortable with video).  You should ask the storyteller to 

answer three (3) questions: 

a. First, ask “Can you tell me about the time when...?” Then let 

your storyteller tell their story.   

b. Second, “How did that moment affect or change you?” 

c. Third, “What do you think I should learn from your story?” 

3. Remember you are making a short documentary. You have to decide 

what you want to include, how you want to edit, whether you want to 

use music or graphics, or add commentary (but try to limit comments 

to facts, not your opinion). The recording should be no more than 10-



GIA 2020 SOCIAL JUSTICE SUMMER READING 

     

15 minutes. Note: if you are not able to edit your footage, you can 

submit the video/audio footage as is. 

 

4. Write a label and a summary of the recording that will help people 

understand the basic message of the recording before they listen 

to/view it (i.e. “A Day to Remember - A 36-year-old, African American 

male tells the story of what happened when he ….). 

 

Assignment Part Three:  Current Event Research 

1. Read at least one news article about each one of these four African 

Americans: George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, 

Rayshard Brooks. 

2. Summarize each article using the Non-Fiction Summary Template. 

 

Assignment Part Four: Write an Op-Ed  

1. What is an Op-Ed? - An Op-Ed is basically an argumentative essay 

that is written for publication in a newspaper.  The writer gives his/her 

opinion on a subject that is newsworthy. 

2. After reading the book Just Mercy and articles about people who 

have lost their lives due to police intervention, and listening to the 

recording of your “storyteller” it is expected that you have an opinion 

about the criminal justice system. 

3. Determine your audience. Are you writing/presenting to 1) peers, 2) 

younger students, 3) adults (from the perspective of a young person), 

or 4) adults (as if you are holding an adult conversation with them)? 

4. Possible topics/questions that you could express your opinion on: 

a. What do you think about the Death Penalty? Should we have it 

or not? 

b. What do you think about how the court system works for the 

citizens of this country? What should be changed? 

c. What do you think about policing in this country? Should it 

change and why or why not? 

d. What do you think about racism and how to address past 

racism, current racism, and/or prevent future racism? 
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e. What role does education or poverty play in creating the issues 

we are dealing with and what should be done in response? 

 

 

5. Length - You should produce a minimum of 200 words.  However, 

you should expect to submit this to an actual newspaper. Newspaper 

Op-Ed articles are usually 500 - 750 words. 

 

Assignment Part Five: Social Justice Commercial 

1. The social justice commercial will be a video/visual representation of 

your argument. It should not exceed 20 minutes. 

2. Presentation - Decide whether you want to use music, graphics, 

video footage from another source, interview footage, “actors, etc. 

Your point of view should be clear, whether you are speaking or not.   

3. Note: if you are not able to create a video, you can submit a 

storyboard for the commercial. You may use still pictures, graphics, 

or hand drawings to illustrate the story board.  You can also use a 

presentation platform such as Power Point to create your story board. 

 

Upload the assignment to your Genesis Google Drive account.  For 

scholars new to Genesis, save your work until you receive your Genesis 

Google account. 

 

All assignments are due by Friday, August 14, 2020.  
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Social Justice Reading List – Ninth Grade 
 

1. Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption, by Bryan Stevenson (9-12) 

2. Born a Crime, by Trevor Noah (6-9) 

3. Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry, by Mildred Taylor (6-9) 

4. We are not Yet Equal, By Carol Anderson and Tonya Bolden (8-12) 

5. To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee (8-12) 

6. Dear Martin, by Nic Stone (9-12) 

7. The Hate U Give, by Angie Thomas (9-12) 

8. I Am Alfonso Jones (a graphic novel), by Tony Medina (9-12) 

 

Grade 9 Reading List  

  

1. American Road Trip by Patrick Flores-Scott  

2. Barely Missing Everything by Matt Mendez  

3. Dry by Neal Shusterman & Jarrod Shusterman  

4. Here to Stay by Sara Farizan  

5. Internment by Samira Ahmed  

6. On the Come Up by Angie Thomas  

7. Opposite of Always by Justin A. Reynolds  

8. Pride by Ibi Zoboi  

9. Skyward by Brandon Sanderson  

10. With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo  
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Fictional Text Summary  
Name: ________________________                                                   Date: ________________ 

 

Title: Publisher: 

Author: Year Written:  

Somebody 
Who is the main 

character or person? 

Values, beliefs, physical 

traits, personality, 

status? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted  
What did the character 

or person want? 

(A character can want 

more than one thing) 

 

But  
What was the problem? 

(Characters can have 

more than one problem) 

 

So  
How did the character or 

person try to solve the 

problem or conflict? 

 

Then  
What was the resolution 

or outcome? How did 

the conflict or story end? 
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Ethical Analysis 
What Do You Think Was Right and Wrong? 

Want: 
Did the 

character want 

the right 

thing(s)? 

Explain why you 

think so. 

 

So: 
Did the 

character do the 

right thing(s)? 

Explain why you 

think so. 

 

Then: 
Was the 

outcome good 

or bad? Explain 

why you think 

so. 
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General Analysis 
Use Quotes to Support Your Answer 

Setting: 
What is the setting 

and how does it 

affect the way the 

characters think, 

feel, and act? 

 

MOOD: 
How did what you 

read make you feel? 

Describe using 

quotes.  

 

 

THEME/MORAL: 
What do you think 

is the most 

important lesson in 

the chapter/story? 

Why is that your 

answer? 

 

 Apply: 
Describe an 

example in your life 

that relates to the 

lesson above? How 

can you apply the 

lesson in your life 

going forward? 

 

 



GIA 2020 SOCIAL JUSTICE SUMMER READING 

     

Non-Fiction Summary Template: Lost Lives 
 

Title: Source: 
Author: Date Written:  

Main Idea 
What is the main point or big 
idea of what you read? 
Include important supporting 
details from text. List other 
important ideas or points? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY POINTS: 
What facts did you learn 
about the person that lost 
their life, how and why they 
lost their life? 

 

Author’s view  
What does the author believe 
or think about the topic? Or 
does the author express 
different points of view? If so, 
what are they? Use quotes. 

 

PURPOSE:  
Why did the author write the 
text? Persuade, Inform, etc.? 
Does the writer do a good 
job? Explain. 

 

Your View 
What is your opinion about 
what happened and why, and 
what should be done next? 

 

 

 

 


